
GUIDELINES FOR AUTHORS

STATEMENT OF EDITORIAL PURPOSE
INFECTIONS in MEDICINE provides the clinician with practical
reports on prevention, diagnosis, public health issues, and treat-
ment. Issues concerning cost-effectiveness and infection control
are regularly addressed. By providing current, scientifically
sound information, INFECTIONS in MEDICINE strives to im-
prove the art and science of medicine and the quality of patient
care.

EDITORIAL CONTENT/FOCUS
INFECTIONS in MEDICINE focuses on providing physicians
with up-to-date, practical information on diagnosis and man-
agement of infections and of infectious complications of other
medical disorders. This is done through review articles on di-
agnosis and management, case reports, and a series of depart-
ments written by invited experts. Readers are invited to submit
review articles and case reports on any aspect of infectious dis-
ease as it pertains to clinical practice.

Review Articles: These should provide clinically relevant infor-
mation on diagnosis and management of problems infectious
disease specialists and other clinicians may encounter in their
practices. See below for target audience, manuscript length, and
references. Authors should base their diagnostic and treatment
recommendations on their own clinical experience as well as 
the literature and should clearly distinguish between the two.
Subjects suitable for review include, but are not limited to, the
following:

Antibiotics
■ Clinical efficacy
■ Investigation &

controversies
■ Cost-effectiveness
■ Empiric therapy
■ Pharmacokinetics

The Infectious Agent
■ Emerging diseases
■ Epidemiology
■ Virulence factors
■ Resistance patterns

Medical Technology
■ Laboratory diagnosis of 

infection
■ Computer-aided

diagnosis
■ Drug delivery systems
■ New procedures/devices

Clinical Problems
■ Diagnostic dilemmas
■ Management guidelines
■ Infection control
■ Nosocomial infection
■ Community-acquired

infection
■ Virology
■ Immunosuppressed patients
■ Sepsis & multiple organ

failure

Immunology
■ Vaccines and immunization
■ Host defense mechanisms
■ The immunocompromised

host
■ Immunomodulators

Case Reports: Reports of interesting and/or unusual presenta-
tions are welcome. To be of educational value, they should pres-
ent a new observation that may be useful to readers. Whenever
possible, case reports should be illustrated with clinical slides and/or
slides of biopsy samples or microorganisms.

COMMUNICATING WITH THE EDITORS
The publisher prefers that communication from authors occur
via e-mail. Contact Sarah C.Williams, PhD, Group Editor, at 
IIMEDIT@CMP.COM. Phone inquiries at (203) 662-6400, and 
fax messages at (203) 662-6776, also are welcome. 

SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPT
Electronic Submission: Text files can be sent as e-mail enclosures
or on disks formatted for Macintosh or Windows/DOS com-
puters. E-mail your submission to IIMEDIT@CMP.COM. On
the disk or e-mail cover note, please include the name and ver-
sion of the word processing program and the type of computer
used. Electronic submissions should preferably be in Microsoft
Word 2000 or and earlier version of Word for Macintosh, Win-
dows. If using another application for preparation of the text,
save the file as Plain Text (ASCII). When preparing the manu-
script, please keep the format simple (ie, no hidden codes that
indent text). Also, please do not use codes that place references
at the bottom of each page.

Any manuscript submitted electronically must be accompanied
by 3 printed copies of the text and graphics. For technical 
assistance, contact IIMEDIT@CMP.COM.

Print Submission: If not submitted electronically, typed manu-
scripts should be double-spaced, with 1.5" margins, on white
paper. Retain 1 copy of all articles, and all other elements of
value (such as photographs or other illustrative materials), and
submit an original and 3 copies to the following address:

Sarah C. Williams, PhD, Group Editor
INFECTIONS in MEDICINE
330 Boston Post Road, Box 4027
Darien, CT 06820-4027

PHOTOS, ILLUSTRATIONS, AND SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL
Authors are strongly encouraged to submit illustrations, illustrative
sketches, or suggestions for illustrations that increase understand-
ing of the text. Graphics should be submitted as slides or high-
quality, glossy photographic prints (no more than 8" × 10" in
size). Each graphic submitted must be numbered and cited in
the text. Be sure each is labeled with the appropriate figure num-
ber, title of the manuscript, name of senior author, and arrow 
indicating the top. For photographic prints, type the informa-
tion on a gummed label and affix it to the back of the photo-
graph. Submission of original x-rays or copies is discouraged;
high-quality, right-reading glossy photographic prints are 
preferred. All illustrative material will be returned to the author
upon request.

Electronic Submission of Art: High-resolution illustrations or pho-
tos may be submitted electronically (via disk or e-mail). Adobe
Illustrator or Photoshop JPEG files are preferred; however, other
formats, such as EPS, PICT, or TIFF files, are acceptable. Pow-
erpoint documents, saved as version 4 or earlier Mac-compati-
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ble files, may also be submitted. For technical assistance in 
saving and submitting visual material electronically, contact 
the Editorial Assistant at (203) 662-6400, or by e-mail at 
IIMEDIT@CMP.COM.

REVIEW PROCESS
All articles are peer reviewed by 2 or more authorities selected
by the editor. Articles are edited for conciseness, clarity, and rel-
evance to the informational needs of our readers. All major 
revisions will be submitted to the author for approval prior to
publication.

HONORARIUM
Please contact the Editorial Assistant for current information.
Honorarium payments are reported to the Internal Revenue
Service on Form 1099. 

PREPARING THE MANUSCRIPT
Target Audience: Infectious disease specialists, AIDS-treating cli-
nicians, immunologists, and oncologists treating infectious
complications.

Length: Articles should be 2000 to 2500 words in length (8 to 10
double-spaced, typed pages), not including tables, figures, and
references. Subjects that require extended treatment may be 
presented as a series (ie, Part 1, Part 2). Case reports should 
be no more than 1000 words, not including tables, figures, and 
references.

Organization: Where possible, articles presenting original data
should be organized using standard scientific sections and sub-
headings: Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, and
Discussion. For articles in which these headings are not appro-
priate, descriptive subheadings should be provided to clarify
the article’s content.

Drug Names and Doses: Use the generic drug name in text and 
include in parentheses any trade names that would be more 
recognizable to clinicians than the generic name. Drug dosing
information should be checked carefully for accuracy and
should include dose, frequency, route, and length of time it was
administered.

ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS IN THE MANUSCRIPT
Every manuscript should contain the following elements, each
beginning on a new page:

■ Title page ■ References
■ Abstract and key words ■ Illustrations and captions
■ Text ■ Tables

Title Page: The title should be concise and informative. Authors
should be listed by first name, middle initial, last name, and 
degree(s). A primary academic title and department affiliation
should be provided for each author. Give the name, address,
and e-mail address of the author responsible for correspon-
dence.

Abstract and Key Words: The abstract should not be longer than
100 words and should highlight the significant content of the ar-
ticle. A list of 3 to 5 key words should be provided beneath the
abstract for use by indexing and abstracting services.

References: References should be used selectively to support cited
data or factual statements. The number of references should
generally be limited to 30 for review articles and 10 for case 
reports. 

References should be listed in the numerical order in which they
are first mentioned in the article, not alphabetically. Use AMAstyle:

Journal articles:
Robert GW, Jones RG, Bunting FR. Infection in the burn pa-
tient. J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg. 1978;74:835-841.
Books:
Rogers FP. Fundamentals of Surgical Infection. 3rd ed. St Louis:
CV Mosby; 1978:383-395.
Chapters in books:
Frank RR. Precancerous events in the human spleen. In:
Arthur GV, ed. Liver and Disease. New York: Appleton-Cen-
tury-Crofts; 1979:131-134.

Captions: Captions for graphics should be no more than 50
words. Include magnification, stain, and other pertinent data
where applicable.

Acknowledgments and Permissions: Illustrations and tabulated
data from other publications must be acknowledged and per-
mission must have been received from the previous publisher.
Provide the following information where applicable: author(s),
title of article or chapter, title of journal or book, volume num-
ber, page number(s), month and year of publication, and pub-
lisher name and location. The publisher’s signed permission to
reprint or adapt must be submitted with the manuscript.

Copyright Transmittal: Copyright law requires that before publi-
cation of any manuscript, the principal author sign a statement
transferring the copyright and other rights to the publisher. The
publisher will send a copyright transmittal form once the manu-
script has been accepted for publication.
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